
What we want students to learn: Because we have the good news, we go and tell, raising the banner of the Gospel 
through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Main Scripture: Romans 10:17

Supplemental Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, Romans 12:4-8, 1 Corinthians 2:1-5

Session Snapshot: If the Gospel is important in our lives, it is important that we share it. The good news that Jesus 
died as a sacrifice for our sins and rose again to offer us eternal life is not meant to be a secret. We’ve been commis-
sioned to spread this news to others, but we don’t do it on our own. Not only has God given believers unique gifts that 
allow us to share the Gospel in many different ways, but we also have the Holy Spirit as a helper and guide. 

BIBLE BACKGROUND
The Bible Background is a focused, brief overview of some of the background info for the main passage you will be teaching.

TEACHER PREP VIDEO 
Each Small Group Leader’s Guide comes with a Teacher Prep Video. These are simply short videos designed to help 
you grasp the main point of the lesson as you prepare to teach.

To access your Uprising Lesson 4 Teacher Prep Video, simply click on the link below:
 • https://youtu.be/jUNTXFpkdmU

THE DETAILS
Who wrote this book? 
Scholars unanimously concur that the apostle Paul wrote Romans.
 
When was it written?
Paul wrote the letter to the Roman Christians on his third missionary journey, around AD 57.

What was the purpose for its writing?
Paul was writing to the believers in Rome. The Roman church was comprised of both Jewish and Gentile believers, and 
Paul wrote about the particular issues this congregation may have faced. 

THE MAIN POINT
The main point of this session is for students to see that the Gospel is meant to be shared with others through our lives 
and our words. When we tell others the good news, we extend God’s offer of eternal life to the world, just as it was 
extended to us.

THE TAKEAWAY
The takeaway for this session is to help students understand that why we share our faith, and how God has uniquely 
gifted us to do so in many different ways. Students may already know that sharing the Gospel is important, but they 
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feel paralyzed when it comes to actually putting it into action. Students will understand that God has called every be-
liever to the mission field, whether that is across the world or the lunchroom. This session seeks to empower students by 
reminding them of the presence and power of the Holy Spirit in them as believers and to embolden them to share their 
faith with the world around them.  

LESSON PLAN
The Lesson Plan contains three elements: an introductory activity called Getting Started; the Bible study section 
called Digging In; and an application-focused segment called Wrapping Up.
 
GETTING STARTED

 • Student Book Pages
  o This lesson will utilize pages 32-36 in the Uprising Student Book. 
  o This activity will use page 32-33.

 • Additional Instructions
  o Make sure students have something to write with.  

You’ve been around the students in your group for a few days now, and you probably have some idea of what they 
like or are passionate about. If you’re able, give them a little push to start talking about a subject you know they can 
speak on with authority. Have them write down their thing, and list why they love it. Maybe it’s a product or a TV show 
or a video game or a certain brand of phone. Whatever it is, after they are finished writing all the reasons why they 
love their thing, ask a lot of leading questions about it: let them really tell you everything they know. If you aren’t sure 
what to get them to talk about, ask them pointedly: “What is a product or band or sports team that you love?” Have 
them use page 33 to brainstorm a bit about why they love it, and why other people should love it. Encourage them to 
tell you why YOU should love it just as much as they do. After this has gone on for a little bit, stop them and get to the 
business of your session. Explain that we’re going to talk about sharing the Gospel with others. Ask something like:
 • When I say the word “evangelism,” what do you think of?
  o Answers will vary. Some students may have never heard the word, so explain that evangelism is the 
     act of preaching the Gospel. Students may feel awkward or embarrassed. Sharing their faith might  
     make them nervous, uncomfortable, or they may be unsure how to do it.

NEXT, say something like: Did you know that you’ve actually already evangelized to me today? Explain that sharing 
the Gospel can be just as easy as how they shared with you why they loved the product or team from earlier. Ask:
 • Was it easy for you to share about the thing you loved? Why?
  o Answers will vary.
 • What is the connection between the way you spoke about the thing you love and sharing your faith?
  o Answers will vary. But all evangelism is sharing with others about something you love: Jesus and the 
     good news of His love for us.

FINALLY, read or have a student read the session intro on page 32. When you’ve finished, ask if anyone has any 
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thoughts or questions, then transition to the Digging In portion of your lesson.
 

DIGGING IN

 • Student Book Pages
  o This activity will utilize pages 34-35 in the Uprising Student Book.
 • Additional Instructions
  o You’ll want to make sure students have something to write with, and a Bible or Bible app.  

FIRST, spend a moment reviewing what you learned in your third session. Ask students what stood out to them, or what 
they remember most. Use the bullet points below if you need help. 
 • You learned that Jesus commanded His followers to love one another.
 • Jesus commanded us to love others in the same way He loves us.
 • We have to show love to those who are not easy to love.

THEN, ask students to turn to Romans 10:17, have a student to read the passage. Help students understand that they 
may have negative connotations about sharing their faith and it’s okay to be honest about these fears and anxieties. 
Say something like:
 • Sharing about Jesus can be uncomfortable and scary. It can seem daunting and overwhelming. It 
    might even be embarrassing for you to think about starting up a conversation about Jesus with 
    someone. Before we talk about the HOW of sharing our faith, we have to understand the WHY.

Ask students:
 • Why is it important to share our faith?
  o Answers will vary. Help students see that there is no other way for people to come to faith in Jesus, 
     other than by hearing about Him. 
 • Romans 10:17 says that faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the Word of God. What 
    does that mean?
  o Answer: If we don’t hear about Christ, how will we know about Him? Explain to students that they 
     are believers because someone was willing to share Christ with them.

NEXT, tell students that there are many reasons why we want to share Jesus with others. Assign the scriptures listed on 
page 34 to different students (Mark 16:16, John 14:6, Acts 20:24, Romans 6:23). Go through each Scripture and 
have them discuss and fill in the blanks in their student books beside each “Because” statement. 

Read Mark 16:16. Ask students: 
 • According to this scripture, why do we share the Gospel?
  o Answer: We share because eternal life is at stake.

Read John 14:6. Ask students: 
 • According to this scripture, why do we share the Gospel?
  o Answer: We share because we’ve been given the truth and the only access point to God. There is 
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     no other way to be reconciled to God except through Jesus. 

Read Acts 20:24. Ask students: 
 • According to this scripture, why do we share the Gospel?
  o Answer: We share because when we became believers, our lives ceased to be our own — we have 
     been called to a life of testifying about Jesus and His gift of grace.

Read Romans 6:23. Ask students: 
 • According to this scripture, why do we share the Gospel?
  o Answer: We share because we’ve been given a free gift of eternal life and the rejection of that gift is 
     death. Sin can only buy death, but through Jesus, we’re able to purchase life.

Lead a short discussion with your students about why, even knowing the importance of sharing our faith, it is often diffi-
cult. Allow them to share fears and uncertainties. You might even have your own hesitations or a personal story. 

THEN, ask students if they know that while it might be scary or uncomfortable, God has gifted each of us in unique 
ways to share the good news with others. Instruct students to turn to 1 Corinthians 12:4-6 and Romans 12:4-8, and 
have students read these passages. Explain that how one person shares the Gospel may not be how you share the 
Gospel. Give the example of a speaker and/or worship leader. Say something like:
 • We can all very clearly see how the speaker and/or worship leader is gifted to share the Gospel. 
    God has given him/her a platform and the gift of communicating to tell others about God. But there 
    are many ways to share the Gospel, and each of these ways is a part of the whole body of Christ. 

Draw students’ attention to the list on page 35. You’ll see headings for all the different gifts God gives His people to 
share His love with others. (Hospitality, Prophecy/Teaching/Preaching, Exhortation/Encouragement, Service, Gener-
osity, and Mercy.) Walk through each of the ways God can gift a believer and ask them for practical or creative ways 
they can use each gift to share. Tell students to fill in the blanks as you discuss.

NEXT, tell students that not only has God gifted them uniquely to share the Gospel in many different ways, when they 
became believers, but they also received the greatest gift: the gift of the Holy Spirit. Ask students to turn to Luke 12:12 
and John 14:26. Ask:
 • According to these scriptures, what is one of the responsibilities of the Holy Spirit in the life of a 
    believer?
  o Answer: The Holy Spirit will teach you all things, and help you remember what you ought to say and 
     what you have learned.
 • How is this important as we share our faith?
  o Answers will vary.

Help students understand that while it is our job as believers to share the Gospel, we are not responsible for heart 
change. Only the Holy Spirit can perform that work. Direct students to 1 Corinthians 2:1-5. Say something like: 
 • We don’t have to have all the perfect answers. Even Paul considered himself weak and fearful! The 
    greatest evangelist of all time was afraid to share his own faith sometimes. But the Spirit took over 
    when he shared so that the faith of the Corinthians wouldn’t be built on the clever words or rational arguments 
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   of Paul himself, but by the work of the Holy Spirit. Mere intellectual persuasion, cleverness, heated 
   debates, even our own good intentions cannot save others. Only through the Holy Spirit are lives 
   changed.

FINALLY, point students to the quote by Billy Graham on page 35. Say something like:
• 2 Timothy 4:2 tells us to “preach the word — be ready in season and out of season.” The ESV

translation interprets this as meaning “when it is convenient and when it is inconvenient.” There may
be times when the Spirit nudges you to share the hope you have in Jesus, and you don’t feel like
it’s a very good time. Maybe you feel unprepared, or there are other people around who might
make fun of you. There could be any number of reasons. But sharing the Gospel is about giving
hope to those who feel hopeless. You, as a believer, have the keys to hope and love and eternal
life. Don’t be the reason someone else misses those gifts because you were uncomfortable. This
quote by Billy Graham (“God does not call the equipped, He equips the called.”), arguably the
most famous modern evangelist, helps us see that we don’t need to have everything perfect and
all the correct answers to share the Gospel. We are all called to share, and because we are all
called, God has already given us everything we need. We’ve covered the HOW and the WHY. Let’s
spend our last few moments together thinking about the WHO.

Transition to the Wrapping Up portion of the lesson.

WRAPPING UP

• Student Book Pages
o This activity will utilize page 36 in the Uprising Student Book.

• Additional Instructions
o Make sure students have something to write with.

FIRST, instruct students to turn to page 36. Say something like:
• Each presentation of the Gospel, however simple or complex, contains the same three basic tenets:

We have a problem (sin), God has a remedy (Jesus), and we must respond. It’s possible that as we
moved through this final session, the Holy Spirit was already placing someone who needs to hear
the Gospel on your heart. Maybe you’ve been feeling a call to the foreign mission field, and that
has only intensified since we’ve been talking about this. The truth is that all believers are called to
share the Gospel, and that can look like many different things. We’re going to take some time to
get alone with God and ask for trust and clarity on what the Holy Spirit may be telling you. Use the
prompts on page 36 to work through a prayer. Pay attention to how the Holy Spirit may be speaking
to you: whether it’s sharing the Gospel with a friend, a family member, in a foreign country, in your
neighborhood, or just giving you a new perspective through which to see others.

Give students a moment to work through the prompts on page 36. Once they seem to have finished, call them back to 
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the group. Ask students if they have any questions or additional comments. Tell them if they need to process anything 
they’ve learned during this session, you will be available.

Ask students if they have any questions or additional comments. Remind students of the devotions located on pages 
38-45 in their Student Books. Provide them with a schedule or some structure as to when you would like for them to 
work through them. 

If there are no more questions, close in prayer for your group. 
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